AP Psychology – Unit 6 Test



Name _______________________________

Learning 
Score __________________________

Multiple Choice Directions:  Each of the questions, incomplete statements, or descriptions below is followed by five suggested answers or completions.  Select the one that is best in each case and write the letter of the answer on the blank.  

__B___ 1.
After having been struck by a car, a dog now exhibits fear responses every time a car 


approaches.  The dog also exhibits a fear response to the approach of a bus, a truck, a 


bicycle, and even a child’s wagon.  The dog has undergone a process of


A. stimulus discrimination


D. counter conditioning



B. stimulus generalization


E. negative reinforcement



C. spontaneous recovery

__C___ 2.
The reinforcement schedule that generally provides the most resistance to




extinction is



A. fixed ratio




D. ratio interval



B. fixed interval



E. continuous



C. variable ratio

___A__ 3.
Classical conditioning is especially useful for understanding which one of the following 


examples of learning?

A. a child who, after a painful dental visit, has learned to fear the dentist
B. a dog that has learned to “sit up” for a food reward

C. an executive who is afraid that she will lose her job

D. a rat that has learned to run a maze

E. a psychology student who is learning how memory works

__C___ 4.
If you learned to fear electrical outlets after getting a painful shock from plugging in a 


light, what would be the CS?

A. the time period between seeing the outlet and getting the shock

B. the prong on the light cord

C. the electrical outlet

D. the painful shock

E. the fear

___E__ 5.
Which of the following would be most likely to be an unconditioned stimulus (UCS) 


involved in classical conditioning?



A. praise




D. a flashing light


B. money




E. food



C. music

___D__ 6.
Which one of the following is an example of negative reinforcement?

A. taking away a child’s favorite toy when she misbehaves

B. making a child watch while another child is punished

C. giving a child a toy for misbehaving

D. going to the dentist and having a toothache relieved

E. spanking a child for swearing

__A___ 7.
Operant conditioning, in contrast to classical conditioning, emphasizes events (such as 


rewards and punishments) that occur

A. after the behavior



D. during the behavior
B. concurrently with another response
E. before the behavior

C. at the same time as another stimulus

__B___ 8.
According to Thorndike, rewarded responses are gradually “stamped in” while 



unrewarded or punished responses are eliminated.  He called this



A. classical conditioning


D. observational learning



B. the laws of effect



E. extinction



C. negative punishment

___E__ 9.
“The best part of going to the beach,” your friend exclaims as she starts her vacation, “is 


getting away from all the stress of work and school.”  If this is true, then her   



vacation-taking behavior has been influenced by



A. extinction




D. positive reinforcement



B. omission training



E. negative reinforcement



C. punishment

___C__ 10.
Which of the following is not a good way to make punishment effective?

A. Make it swift and brief.

B. Focus it on the undesirable behavior.

C. Make it physical and severe.
D. Deliver it immediately.

E. Limit it to the situation in which the response occurred.

____C_ 11.
In classical conditioning, an organism learns

A. an association between the unconditioned stimulus and the conditioned response

B. that the conditioned stimulus is a substitute for the unconditioned stimulus

C. an association between the conditioned stimulus and the unconditioned stimulus

D. an association between the unconditioned response and the conditioned response

E. an association between responding and not responding
___B__ 12.
Spontaneous recovery follows



A. counter conditioning


D. stimulus generalization



B. extinction




E. disinhibition


C. stimulus discrimination

____D_ 13.
Dan reads aloud a list of words and shoots a puff of air at Mary’s eye.  It’s only after 


Dan says “nice” that he blasts Mary’s eye with air to make her wink.  Eventually 



Mary winks even when Dan says “nice” and doesn’t shoot the puff of air into her eye.  


If Mary undergoes extinction, she will

A. be unable to wink at anything
B. feel she is being punished

C. wink when she hears the word “nice”

D. not wink when she hears the word “nice”

E. no longer be alive and dwell among the dinosaurs

____C_ 14.
Sally has learned that every time she cleans her room, her mother makes her favorite dessert.  This is an example of



A. classical conditioning


D. stimulus generalization


B. negative reinforcement


E. counter conditioning



C. operant conditioning

____B_ 15.
In operant conditioning, negative reinforcers are

A. pleasant stimuli that are presented following a response or behavior

B. unpleasant stimuli that are removed following a response or behavior

C. methods of decreasing a response

D. rewards considered basic to survival, such as food and drink

E. unpleasant stimuli that are presented following a response or behavior

__A___ 16.
Sometimes Bob hits Nichole in the arm until Nichole says “I give,” and then Bob stops.  Because Bob stops hurting Nichole when she says “I give,” Nichole says it whenever she is being hit.  In this example of ______________, the behavior that is reinforced for Nichole is ________________.

A. negative reinforcement; saying “I give”
B. positive reinforcement; Liana stops hitting Nichole
C. punishment; saying “I give”

D. punishment; Liana stops hitting Nichole
E. negative reinforcement; Liana stops hitting Nichole
___B__ 17.
In operant conditioning, if a reinforcer is on a fixed-ratio schedule it is presented after a(n)



A. fixed amount of time


D. average amount of time



B. fixed number of responses


E. never



C. average number of responses

____B_ 18.
Every fifth time Joe washes the dishes, his mom gives him a candy bar, and he now washes them every day.  Shanna’s dad gives her reinforcement for washing the dishes every Friday, and she also washes them every day.  What schedules of reinforcement are Joe and Shanna on respectively?
A. fixed interval; variable interval

D. variable interval; fixed ratio

B. fixed ratio; fixed interval


E. fixed interval; fixed ratio

C. variable ratio; fixed interval

___A__ 19.
Nicole’s grandfather came to visit her recently for the first time.  In the middle of the night 

he got up to use the bathroom.  Half asleep, he took a wrong turn and walked into a wall 


(and almost ran into Nicole who was sleepwalking herself).  This is an example of



A. use of an incorrect cognitive map

D. vicarious punishment


B. reverse insight learning


E. vicarious reinforcement



C. latent learning

____D_ 20.
After being bitten by a dog at a young age, Jenna became fearful of all types of dogs.  


When Jenna sees a dog, her heart races and she feels like running away.  Which is the 


conditioned stimulus (CS) for Jenna?



A. dog bite




D. seeing a dog


B. fear





E. growing older



C. running away




__D___ 21.
Later Jenna watched a number of people petting and playing with a dog and decided that 


dogs aren’t just scary and mean.  The next day at Lori’s house she pets their dog.  



She has learned to pet Lori’s dog through


A. classical conditioning


D. observational learning



B. operant conditioning


E. insight learning



C. latent learning

___A__ 22.
JJ switches his cat from dry food to canned food.  He always uses an electric can opener 


to open the cat food can.  At first his cat does nothing in response to the noise of the can 


opener.  After a few days of the new food, though, that kitty comes running every time she 

hears the can opener running.  Before the cat was running in response to the can opener, 


the can opener was an example of a(n)



A. neutral stimulus



D. conditioned response


B. conditioned stimulus


E. unconditioned response



C. unconditioned stimulus

____A_ 23.
When Jon rode the ferris wheel at the amusement park for the first time, he became very 


dizzy.  Now when Jon sees an advertisement for amusement parks, he feels nauseated.  In 

this case, the unconditioned stimulus is 


A. the ferris wheel ride


D. the sight of the amusement park



B. the advertisement for Valleyfair

E. Valleyfair


C. nausea
___C__ 24.
In this case of Jon’s feelings about ferris wheels, the conditioned response is



A. the ferris wheel ride


D. the sight of the amusement park



B. the feeling of dizziness


E. Valleyfair


C. nausea

___D__ 25.
In the case of Jon’s feelings about ferris wheels, the conditioned stimulus is



A. the ferris wheel ride


D. the sight of the amusement park



B. the feeling of dizziness


E. Valleyfair


C. nausea

____B_ 26.
In September, St. Croix Lutheran High School’s fire alarm sounded and students ran from 

the building to escape the flames.  For the next few weeks, the school experienced a rash of 

false alarms (hmmm, perhaps Tiny Tots burning popcorn), and people began to ignore the 

sound.  The alarms were repaired and did not sound for the next few months.  Then in 


December, a fire alarm sounded and students ran from the building in panic.  What 


phenomenon was responsible for the students’ renewed fear?



A. counter conditioning


D. stimulus generalization



B. spontaneous recovery


E. stimulus discrimination



C. extinction

___A__ 27.
After a lab rat was exposed to repeated pairings of a dark blue light and electrical shock, he 

became very nervous whenever a turquoise light was flashed in his cage.  This 



phenomenon is called 



A. stimulus generalization


D. stimulus discrimination


B. stimulus control



E. none of the above



C. counter conditioning

___D__ 28.
Punishment is

A. the presentation of an aversive stimulus

B. the removal of a pleasant stimulus

C. a means to decrease the occurrence of an undesired response

D. all of the above

E. none of the above

___B__ 29.
Lily does not like needles.  When she goes to the dentist, she tries not to 




ask for any anesthesia.  However, sometimes she cannot handle the pain of drilling, and so 

she lets the doctor give her a shot.  This illustrates the use of



A. a positive reinforcer


D. learned helplessness


B. a negative reinforcer


E. vicarious reinforcement



C. punishment

___C__ 30.
Shaping is used when the conditioned response

A. is physically difficult to perform

D. is reflexive
B. is to be decreased



E. is all of the above
C. has never been displayed before

___A__ 31.
Sarah is trying to figure out how to put a new baby crib together.  She is really stumped.  


She stares at all the parts lying around her and studies the directions.  Suddenly, she 


understands and the crib is put together in under thirty minutes flat.  Sarah has 



demonstrated which type of learning?



A. insight




D. modeling



B. classical




E. operant



C. latent

___B__ 32.
Part of the concept of learning is that any change in behavior resulting from it is


A. adaptive




D. healthful



B. relatively permanent


E. intellectual



C. innovative

__D___ 33.
Classical conditioning was first discovered by



A. Edward Thorndike



D. Ivan Pavlov



B. B.F. Skinner



E. Sigmund Freud



C. John Watson

___C__ 34.
A response (where none exists initially) to a certain stimulus that is learned due to the 


pairing of that stimulus with one that reliably produces the responses is



A. a conditioned stimulus


D. an unconditioned stimulus



B. a neutral stimulus



E. an unconditioned response



C. a conditioned response

_B,D____ 35.
Carla’s dog is fond of Eatitall dog food.  She typically feeds the dog late in the afternoon 


and prepares the dish in the kitchen.  If the dog starts hanging around in the kitchen in the 

late afternoon, we can assume that _______________ is a conditioned stimulus.



A. Eatitall dog food



D. time



B. the kitchen




E. Carla


C. saliva

___B__ 36.
The love of Lauren’s life drives a white Volkswagen.  Prior to meeting him she could care 

less about Volkswagens no matter what color they were.  Now when she sees a white 


Volkswagen, her pulse quickens and her heart leaps.  Lauren’s positive feelings for white 


Volkswagens are 



A. conditioned stimuli



D. unconditioned stimuli



B. conditioned responses


E. foolishness



C. unconditioned responses

___C__ 37.
The stimulus that becomes the CS was initially a(n)



A. unconditioned stimulus


D. unconditioned response



B. conditioned stimulus


E. conditioned response



C. neutral stimulus

__B___ 38.
One reason a stimulus from the environment around the organism is called an 



unconditioned stimulus is because

A. it reliably produces a response

B. no learning is necessary for the organism to emit the response

C. Gina

D. the response elicited is in the organism’s repertoire of behaviors

E. it has been repeatedly paired with an unconditioned stimulus

___B__ 39.
Positive and negative reinforcers
A. increase and decrease, respectively, the responses the follow

B. are both means to increase the likelihood that a behavior will occur again

C. involve the presentation of a desirable stimulus

D. involve the presentation of an undesirable stimulus

E. none of the above

___E__ 40.
Which of the following is an example of negative reinforcement?

A. Studying hard earns Laura an A in psychology.

B. Eating too much makes Laura sick.

C. Doing well at work earns Laura a bonus on her paycheck.

D. Constantly talking annoys your friends and classmates.

E. Hitting the snooze button on your alarm clock makes the annoying noise go away.

___B__ 41.
Extinction in operant conditioning is likely to occur when

A. a CS is promptly followed by a UCS

B. learned behaviors no longer have a reinforcer as a consequence

C. the CS is rarely or never paired with the UCS

D. a species has experienced no learning for a considerable length of time

E. none of the above

___C__ 42.
A reinforcer that is effective without any prior learning by the organism is known as a 


A. positive reinforcer



D. secondary reinforcer



B. negative reinforcer



E. Flis



C. primary reinforcer

___B__ 43.
A problem with fixed ratio schedules of reinforcement for piecework is

A. workers are not very motivated to produce

B. quality may suffer if only quantity is rewarded

C. absenteeism rates are likely to increase

D. the very high level of resistance to extinction

E. none of the above

___B__ 44.
Mentally working through a problem until the solution suddenly comes to us is known as



A. cognitive learning



D. latent learning



B. insight learning



E. observational learning



C. implicit learning

___D__ 45.
Learning that occurs without reinforcement or apparent intent; the learning is only evident 

when reinforcement for it is provided later is called



A. cognitive learning



D. latent learning



B. insight learning



E. observational learning



C. implicit learning

___B__ 46.
The type of learning evidenced by the chimp Sultan when he wanted the bananas he could 

not reach with the bamboo poles is



A. cognitive learning



D. latent learning



B. insight learning



E. observational learning



C. implicit learning

___D__ 47.
In interacting with others, all of us follow rules about how close we should stand to the 


other person.  We do this even though we’ve never been formally taught any such rules, 


and most of us are not consciously aware of them.  This is an example of



A. cognitive learning



D. latent learning



B. insight learning



E. observational learning



C. implicit learning

___B__ 48.
The psychologist who studied modeling and the Bobo doll was



A. B.F. Skinner



D. John Watson



B. Albert Bandura



E. Edward Tolman


C. Edward Thorndike

__D___ 49.
When an organism is reinforced after 3 minutes, 8 minutes, 4 ½ minutes, and so forth, and 

the average time span between reinforcers is 4 minutes, this is a __________ schedule of 


reinforcement.


A. fixed ratio




D. variable interval



B. variable ratio



E. continuous



C. fixed interval

___D__ 50.
All of the following are differences between classical and operant conditioning except:

A. classical involves involuntary behaviors and operant have voluntary behaviors

B. classical associates two stimuli and operant associates a response and a consequence

C. classical causes behavior while operant waits for behavior

D. classically learned behaviors are more permanent than operantly learned behaviors

E. classical involves passive organisms and operant involves active organisms
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